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Peaceful Coexistence Festival Brings Together the People

of Kirkuk in a Canvas of Peace
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As part of the Peaceful Coexistence Initiative, the Humanitarian
Relief Association for Turkmen Women in Iraq organized the
final festival of their initiative on October Y-Y¢ ,Y¢, as part of the
PGM-JISRA activities, which brought together various groups

from Kirkuk province in a day full of diversity and unity.

The festival witnessed wide attendance from all religions,
ethnicities, and ages, emphasizing the initiative’ss message of
enhancing social cohesion and promoting a culture of peace.
The festival opened with the distribution of brochures
bearing the initiativerss name and objectives, helping attendees
understand the overall message of the initiative and its future
goals. Participants in the coexistence program and course were
honored, with certificates of completion awarded in recognition

of their contributions to promoting peaceful coexistence.

The festival featured folkloric fashion shows that reflected the

cultural and religious diversity of the province, where participants

wore traditional clothing expressing their different cultural
identities. The festivals activities also included poetry segments
in multiple languages, embodying the depth of cultural blending

and the spirit of brotherhood among attendees.

At the conclusion of the festival, an initiative was launched
to collect signatures and fingerprints from attendees on the
«Pledge for Peaceful Coexistence» mural, where participants
signed a large mural pledging their commitment to the spirit of
peace and religious coexistence. These fingerprints will remain
a symbol of maintaining the spirit of harmony in Kirkuk and
a reaffirmation of the importance of enhancing coexistence

among community members of various backgrounds.

is worth mentioning that this activity was organized by the
Humanitarian Relief Association for Turkmen Women in Iraq
in partnership with Peace and Freedom Organization and under

the Participatory Grant-Making in JISRA (PGM in JISRA).



Kirkuk Conference for Peaceful Coexistence:

A Step Towards Strengthening Community Cohesion

On October Y+Y¢ ,V1, Parsa Organization for Sustainable
Development organized a participatory conference
titled «Enhancing Peaceful Coexistence and Community
Cohesion in Kirkuk Governorate,» as part of the «PGM
in JISRA» program implemented by the Peace and
Freedom Organization. The conference witnessed high-
level attendance from members of the Kirkuk Provincial
Council, as well as directors and representatives of
relevant government departments, political blocs, and
various religions, components, and sects. Several civil
society organizations, along with media representatives,
activists, academics, and human rights advocates from the

governorate, also participated in the conference.

The conference aimed to promote peaceful coexistence in the
governorate and included a series of interactive discussion
sessions. The discussions focused on ways to enhance
peaceful coexistence among the different components in
Kirkuk and to identify effective pathways for instilling values
of brotherhood and rejecting extremism and sectarianism
in society. This open discussion contributed to presenting
diverse and comprehensive perspectives on how to achieve
stability and cohesion in a governorate considered one of the

most religiously and ethnically diverse in Iraq.

The discussions at the conference were not limited to
exchanging ideas; they also addressed the challenges facing
the governorate in promoting these values. The necessity of
cooperation between official and community entities to find
sustainable solutions based on common ground among all
components was emphasized. Special attention was given to
the role of education and awareness in spreading a culture of
peace, in addition to enhancing the role of media and activists
in highlighting initiatives that promote unity and tolerance

among the people of Kirkuk.

At the conclusion of the conference, a set of recommendations
was agreed upon, documented, and signed by the attendees.

These recommendations include practical proposals aimed

at enhancing peaceful coexistence in the governorate
and working towards their implementation through
joint cooperation between government and community
institutions. These outcomes reflect a strong desire for
positive change, as the participating parties commit to
implementing measures that will contribute to achieving the

goals for which this important conference was held.

The conference represented an important step towards
strengthening the bonds of brotherhood in Kirkuk and
sending a strong message that the governorate, despite its
demographic complexities, is capable of being a model for

peaceful and community coexistence.

It is worth mentioning that this activity was organized
by Parsa Organization for Sustainable Development in
partnership with Peace and Freedom Organization and
under the Participatory Grant-Making in JISRA (PGM in
JISRA).
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Continuation of Mentorship and Guidance Sessions for the

Kakayi Community in Kirkuk under the JISRA Project

The Peace and Freedom Organization is continuing the mentorship
and guidance sessions for the Kakayi community in Kirkuk, under
the framework of the «JISRA» project, which aims to promote social

cohesion and support freedom of religion and belief.

Today, we held two dialogue sessions focusing on enhancing cooperation
among the components of the Kakayi community and strengthening the
bonds between them. Several important topics were discussed, including:

- Developing Effective Communication Skill

We discussed strategies and effective methods to enhance communication
between individuals and communities, contributing to building bridges

of understanding and mutual trust.

- Encouraging Joint Initiatives: Ways to support and encourage community
initiatives that promote cooperation and unify efforts to achieve common
goals that contribute to the community>s upliftment were explored.

-Building Sustainable Relationships The sessions emphasized the
importance of building sustainable and strong relationships among the
various community components by enhancing shared human values and

positive interaction.

- Preserving Cultural Heri The importance of preserving cultural
and historical heritage and its role in enhancing social cohesion was

underscored.

Session Outcomes:

- Enhanced understanding and cooperation among members of the
Kakayi community.

- Developed skills of youth and empowered them to play an active role
in society.

- Built bridges of communication and understanding among different
sects and religions.

- Unified efforts to achieve common goals that contribute to the

community>s  upliftment.

These sessions are part of the ongoing efforts of the Peace and Freedom
Organization in partnership with Mensen met een Missie to support the

Kakayi community and achieve positive and sustainable change.
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Workshop on Rights and Freedoms:

A Step Towards Enhancing Peaceful Coexistence in Kirkuk

aalso an opportunity for participants to express

and discuss their views, with many showing great
interest in the issue of peaceful coexistence. Several
participants pointed out that many of the negative
issues facing society stem from a lack of awareness in
some Iraqi families, highlighting the need to focus on
family education on how to coexist peacefully with
others. They also expressed their disappointment
regarding the failure to implement the constitution in
a manner that guarantees the protection of the rights
of religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq, emphasizing

that this gap requires immediate attention.

Among the ideas proposed during the workshop
was the suggestion to create collective projects that
bring together individuals from different religions
and ethnicities to participate in national and religious
events, aimed at fostering a spirit of love and
harmony among all. Some voices also called for the
enhancement of human values within Iraqi society
and for promoting respect in a way that ensures

neutrality towards different components and respects

everyone>s rights.

The workshop was successful in achieving its objectives,
as it managed to raise awareness about social cohesion
and rights, clarify the laws that guarantee these rights,
and create an interactive dialogue environment that
demonstrated participants> interest in these issues.
Participants> engagement was significant, with most
voices affirming the need to expand the project to
include raising awareness among families and students
in schools and universities about rejecting hatred and
extremism, and the necessity of focusing on moderate
religious discourse that promotes values of peace and

love among all components of society.

It is worth mentioning that this activity was organized
by the Al-Jeel Organization for Human Development
in partnership with Peace and Freedom Organization
and under the Participatory Grant-Making in JISRA
(PGM in JISRA).
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Field visits to enhance peaceful coexistence in Kirkuk

October Y+Y¢, the Humanitarian Relief Association
for the Women of Turkmen Iraq organized a field visit
to the Great Noor Mosque in Kirkuk as part of its
initiative to promote interfaith dialogue. During the
visit, they met with Dr. Sheikh Ahmed Khorshid, the
imam and preacher of the mosque. The visit, which
witnessed diverse attendance from various ethnicities,
sects, and religions in the city, represented an important
step towards enhancing understanding and coexistence

among community components.

During the meeting, Dr. Sheikh expressed his great
pleasure in hosting this unique gathering, emphasizing
that this is the first time such a diverse group from the
Kirkuk community has visited the mosque, highlighting
the spirit of tolerance and unity that the initiative aims
to achieve. A bouquet of flowers was presented to Dr.

Sheikh as a symbol of peace and love.

The visit was not limited to the Great Noor Mosque
only; it also included the Mandaean Sabean Forum and
the Cathedral of the Virgin Mary, where participants
interacted with religious leaders in these places and

listened to explanations about various religious rituals
and beliefs.

One of the most notable outcomes of this activity was
the rich interaction among participants, who exchanged
information and ideas about their beliefs and experiences.
This interfaith meeting was not just a traditional visit, but
an opportunity to deepen the spirit of brotherhood and
acceptance of others, reinforcing the idea that Kirkuk,
with its rich history and cultural and religious diversity,

is capable of being a model for peaceful coexistence.

In conclusion, the participants emphasized the
importance of continuing to organize such events that
promote peace and understanding among religions,

affirming that communication between different

religions and cultures is the best way to build a strong
and cohesive community.

This initiative embodies the vision of building bridges of
communication and understanding among the various
religious and ethnic groups in Kirkuk, in order to achieve

a future characterized by peace and coexistence.

is worth mentioning that this activity was organized
by the Humanitarian Relief Association for Turkmen
Women in Iraq in partnership with Peace and Freedom
Organization and under the Participatory Grant-Making

in JISRA (PGM in JISRA).
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as part of the Peacebuilding and Stability Project in Iraq,

a group of volunteers, in collaboration with the Peace and
Freedom Organization, organized the “Kirkuk Peace Festival”
on October Y-Y¢ ,¢, at the gardens of smile_land Amusement
Park in #Kirkuk.

The festival’s program included a variety of activities and events.
It began with the Iraqi national anthem, followed by an opening
speech, and then musical and artistic performances. There were
also poetry readings and a fashion show featuring traditional
clothing that reflected the heritage and folklore of the diverse
religions and ethnicities in the governorate. Other segments of the
festival included a handicraft bazaar to support small businesses

for women and youth, as well as face painting for children.

The goal of the festival was to promote the spirit of brotherhood
and peaceful coexistence amid the political tensions and conflicts
that occasionally occur in Kirkuk, which negatively affect the

community.

The festival saw the attendance of several government employees,
along with a large number of families from different backgrounds
and ethnicities, reflecting the positive engagement and cultural
diversity of the local community.

This initiative is part of the Peacebuilding and Stability Project
in Iraq, implemented by the Peace and Freedom Organization
in partnership with the International Rescue Committee and

supported by the FCDO.
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Launch of Guided Mentorship and
Coaching Sessions for the Kakayi

Community in Kirkuk

As part of its efforts to promote social cohesion and freedom
of religion and belief, the Peace and Freedom Organization,
in partnership with Mensen met een Missie, has launched
a series of interactive dialogue sessions. These sessions aim
to support and empower the youth and young women of
the Kakayi community in Kirkuk, in addition to enhancing

communication with other religions and communities.

The sessions focus on various topics related to the Kakayi
community, its cohesion, and the preservation of cultural and

historical heritage. Topics covered include:

- Developing personal and professional skills.

- Boosting self-confidence and leadership.

- Building strong and productive social relationships.

- Encouraging creativity and innovation.

- Enhancing social cohesion.

- Supporting freedom of religion and belief.

- Promoting communication and mutual understanding

between different religions.

This initiative is part of the «JISRA» project, which aims
to strengthen community cohesion and deepen mutual
understanding between different communities. These sessions
contribute to creating an interactive environment that
encourages continuous learning and development.

Join us on this journey towards success and prosperity. Fo
more information, follow us on our official pages and get in

touch with us.
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«Together We Work to
Build Sustainable Peace»

Titled “Together We Work to Build Sustainable
Peace,” a delegation from the Peace and Freedom
Organization, part of the JISRA Project in
partnership with the Search for Common
Ground Organization, launched this initiative
on October Y-+Y¢ ,V3, at the Lalish Temple . The
delegation, comprising members from various
religious communities in Kirkuk, Alqosh, and
Shekhan District, participated in the Yazidi
ceremonies to foster peaceful coexistence
and deepen their understanding of the Yazidi

Religion.

Key participants included youth, women, and
religious leaders from Muslim, Christian, Yazidi,
and Mandaean backgrounds, all of whom played
significant roles during the visit. The delegation
met with Mir Hazim, head of the Spiritual Council,
and Mir Haj Hassan Zainal, who expressed their

commitment to supporting the organization’s

peacebuilding efforts.

Additionally, the group met with Ms.
Mian Khatun, a prominent religious leader
representing Yazidi women in Shiekhan
District. ~ She  proposed  organizing
interfaith dialogue sessions for women,
aimed at strengthening trust and mutual
understanding among the regionss diverse
religious communities, further advancing

the cause of peaceful coexistence.
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Training Workshop to Enhance
Community Cohesion and Peace

in Kirkuk

Kirkuk - On October Y:Y¢ ,0, the Humanitarian
Relief Association for Turkmen Women in Iraq, in
collaboration with Peace and Freedom Organization,
organized a training workshop titled «Enhancing
Community Cohesion through Promoting Peace,» as
part of the «JISRA» initiatives aimed at building bridges
of communication and dialogue among the various

components of Iraqi society.

Representatives from civil society organizations, activists,

professional unions, and government employees
participated in the workshop. The initiative was led by
a specialized trainer and focused on the importance
of peaceful coexistence in the city of Kirkuk, which
represents a model of cultural and ethnic diversity in Iraq.
The workshop addressed how to create safe spaces for
constructive dialogue among the different components
of the community in the city and worked on promoting

concepts of peace and reconciliation.

The workshop witnessed significant interaction from
the participants, who exchanged ideas and experiences
regarding the challenges facing the community in Kirkuk
and how to turn these challenges into opportunities to
strengthen the social fabric. Practical initiatives were also
presented to enhance dialogue and mutual understanding
among different groups, in order to promote social peace

and achieve stability in the region.

This initiative comes as part of the efforts of the
Organization for Peace and Freedom and its partners to
create a participatory environment that contributes to
building a brighter and more peaceful future for Kirkuk,

encouraging the adoption of sustainable coexistence
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mechanisms that support stability and cohesion in the

community.

It is worth mentioning that this activity was organized
by the Humanitarian Relief Association for Turkmen
Women in Iraq in partnership with tPeace and Freedom
Organization and under the Participatory Grant-Making
in JISRA (PGM in JISRA).

«Youth Bridge to Peace» Camp

From October ¥ to ¥+Y¢ ,0, Shaglawa hosted a
gathering of ¥+ young men and women from
various ethnicities and religions, coming from
Sinjar, Kirkuk, Sheikhan, and the Nineveh Plains,
as part of the «Youth Bridge to Peace» camp. The
camp aimed to promote peace and the principle of
accepting the other among youth, building bridges

of communication, and enhancing shared values.

During these three vibrant days, the youth
participated in workshops, open discussions, a
mountain trip, a joint reading, and cinema viewing
with a discussion of the film events. Topics related
to peacebuilding and interfaith dialogue within
the social and legislative context of Iraqi laws were
discussed, as well as how to activate mechanisms
for effective communication with youth to create

community initiatives.

& This camp is part of the JISRA project implemented

by the Peace and Freedom Organization in

partnership with Mensen met een Missie.
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These sessions are part of the «JISRA» project, through
which the Peace and Freedom Organization seeks to promote
social cohesion and support freedom of religion and belief.
Thanks to the effective partnership with Mensen met een
Missie, we were able to hold 1 fruitful dialogue sessions and

valuable discussions for the Kakayi community.

Session Details:
During the sessions, many important topics concerning
the Kakayi community were discussed, such as enhancing
cooperation and understanding among its members. The
sessions focused on developing effective communication
skills and strategies, encouraging community initiatives that
promote collaboration and unity, emphasizing the importance
of building sustainable relationships among individuals, and

preserving the community>s cultural and historical heritage.

Recommendations and Proposals:
V. Enhancing Community Communica: Establishing online
platforms that allow individuals to share their ideas and

experiences, enhancing social cohesion.

Y. Psychological and Emotional Support: Providing regular
sessions for psychological support and life skills to improve

the quality of life.

¥. Women»s Participation : Encouraging the role of women in
the community through training and educational programs
aimed at empowering them and increasing their participation

in various activities.

¢. Youth Programs: Developing programs specifically for
youth to enhance their skills and develop their capabilities in

various fields.

0. Cultural Activities: Organizing cultural and recreational
events to strengthen the sense of belonging and community

spirit

1. Continuous Education : Supporting educational and
professional initiatives that contribute to the development of

individuals and improve their skills
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