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Happy new year
We hope it will be a year for peace and human rights
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Conclusion of 1 Mentorship and Guidance Sessions

under the «JISRA» Project for the Muslim Component

Six fruitful mentorship and guidance sessions for
the Muslim community have concluded under the
«JISRA» project. These sessions aim to enhance
communication and understanding between the
Muslim community and other religious components
in Iraq, forming part of a series of ongoing sessions
within the project framework.
Recommendations and Outcomes:
V. Selection of Representatives : The necessity of
selecting representatives from the Muslim community
to attend upcoming workshops and sessions to enhance
communication with other religions and communities.
Y. Creating Dialogue Platforms : Developing
electronic platforms and forums for dialogue that
allow individuals from different religions to exchange
ideas and experiences.
. Joint Workshops  : Organizing joint workshops
focusing on common societal issues such as education,
health, and youth.

¢. Training Programs : Providing training programs to
develop dialogue and communication skills between
religions.

0. Education and Awareness : Including educational
and awareness materials about the importance of
understanding and peaceful coexistence in school
curricula.

1. Cultural Events Organizing cultural and
artistic events that promote values of tolerance and

understanding  between religions.

V.Media Communication Utilizing media to
enhance positive messages about cooperation and
understanding between religions.

A.Youth Initiatives : Supportingyouthinitiativesaimed
at enhancing understanding and communication

between different religions and communities.

q. Local and International Partnerships:

Strengthening  partnerships with local and
international organizations to achieve common goals
in promoting peaceful coexistence.
y-. Establishing a Joint Center  : Creating a
joint center for studies and research on interfaith
understanding and enhancing relationships between

different community components.
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Conducting a Session for the Turkmen Community in Kirkuk
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A dialogue session specifically for the Turkmen
community in Kirkuk Governorate has been conducted
as part of the efforts to enhance communication and

understanding among different components of society.

This session falls within the mentorship and guidance
initiatives of the «JISRA» project. The goal is to discuss
important issues relevant to the Turkmen community
in Kirkuk, to promote social cohesion and cooperation
among its members and other religious and community
groups, and to gather a group of intellectuals and directors

of Turkmen organizations.

Topics Discussed:

V. Community Challenges: The session addressed the
challenges faced by the Turkmen community in Kirkuk
and how to overcome them through effective dialogue with

different entities.

Y. Addressing Injustice: The session discussed ways to
address the injustice faced by the Turkmen community
through various entities and by discussing issues with
political leaders and active entities.

V. Attention to the Turkmen Community: A request was
made for the Peace and Freedom Organization to pay
attention to the Turkmen community in future programs
and workshops, as it is a key component.

¢. TV and Real-Life Seminars: Organizing TV and real-

life seminars across Iraq to better introduce and expand
awareness of the Turkmen community and its culture.
0. Language of Dialogue and Equality: Emphasizing the
need to prioritize the language of dialogue and equality
among the people of Kirkuk and to avoid injustices

against any component.

1. Expanding Sessions: Working to expand these sessions
to include officials, parliamentarians, and members of
local councils.

V. Presence in Events and Festivals: Emphasizing the
necessity of ensuring the presence of the Turkmen
community within Kirkuk and involving them in
organizing events and festivals that promote Turkmen

culture.

A. Involvement in Sessions and Seminars: Emphasizing
the necessity of involving the Turkmen community in
sessions and seminars to enhance understanding and
cooperation among all components.

4. Online Platform: Establishing an online platform
managed by various community components to publish
awareness posts about social cohesion.

V+. Mini Councils: Creating mini councils to address
internal Turkmen affairs.

VY. Workshops for Cultural Elites: Organizing workshops
for cultural elites on the importance of social cohesion

and enhancing political and social understanding.
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Conducting a Session for the Christian

Community in Kirkuk

A dialogue session specifically for the Christian
community in Kirkuk Governorate has been conducted
as part of the efforts to enhance communication and
understanding among different components of society.
This session falls within the mentorship and guidance

initiatives of the «JISRA» project.

The goal is to discuss important issues relevant to the
Christian community in Kirkuk and to promote social
cohesion and cooperation among its members and other

religious and community groups.

Topics Discussed:

V. Community Challenges: The session addressed the
challenges faced by the Christian community in Kirkuk

and how to overcome them.

v. Effective Communication: The session explored ways
to enhance effective communication between different

components and encourage constructive dialogue.

Y. Creating Cultural Forums: Establishing cultural forums

to promote mutual understanding and cultural exchange.

¢. Community Initiatives: Various community initiatives
aimed at improving the social and economic conditions of

the community members were presented.

0. Education and Awareness: Emphasizing the importance
of education and awareness in promoting understanding
and peaceful coexistence among different components.

1. Annual JISRA Carnival: Recommending the
establishment of an annual «JISRA» carnival that includes
all components of Iraqi society, featuring parades, plays,

songs, and foods from different cultural components.

V. Joint Christmas Celebration: Recommending the
necessity of celebrating Christmas together, decorating
Christmas trees with the cooperation of different

components, and distributing gifts.

A. Online Platform: Establishing an online platform
managed by various community components to publish

awareness posts about social cohesion.

4. Training Workshops: Providing training workshops
for the Christian community on negotiation skills to

enhance communication and understanding.
V+. Workshops for Educational Staff: Organizing

workshops for educational staff on the importance of

social cohesion and promoting mutual understanding.

V7
S
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Conducting Two Sessions for the Shia Community in

Kirkuk Governorate

Two dialogue sessions specifically for the Shia community in
Kirkuk Governorate have been conducted as part of the efforts
to enhance communication and understanding among different
components of society. These sessions fall within the mentorship
and guidance initiatives of the «JISRA» project. The goal is to
discuss important issues relevant to the Shia community in
Kirkuk and to promote social cohesion and cooperation among

its members and other religious and community groups.

Topics Discussed:
V. Community Challenges: The sessions addressed the challenges

faced by the Shia community in Kirkuk and how to overcome them.

Y. Effective Communication: The sessions explored ways to enhance
effective communication between different components and

encourage constructive dialogue.

v. Community Cooperation: The importance of cooperation among

community members to promote unity and solidarity was discussed.

¢. Community Initiatives: Various community initiatives aimed at
improving the social and economic conditions of the community

members were presented.

0. Education and Awareness: The importance of education and
awareness in promoting understanding and peaceful coexistence
among different components was emphasized.

1. Joint Initiatives: Working on joint initiatives among different

religions and components to commemorate the month of Muharram.

V. Involvement of Religious Leaders: Emphasizing the necessity

of involving Shia religious leaders in the sessions and trainings to

enhance understanding and communication.

A. Cultural Representation: Focusing on the presence and
representation of the Shia component and its culture in festivals and

events to promote cultural awareness.
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A delegation from the PFO participates in Christmas in Kirkuk

The «Organization of Peace and Freedom» in Kirkuk, in collaboration with advisors and youth from the «Jisra»
project, organized a field visit to celebrate Christmas and New Yeans. This visit aims to strengthen community

bonds and exchange greetings and congratulations on this joyful occasion.

The event included visiting the «Sacred Heart» Church in Kirkuk, offering congratulations to community members
and visitors. The visit also included a meeting with Father Yousif Thomas, an Iraqi Chaldean Catholic and the
Archbishop of the Chaldean Catholic Church in Kirkuk-Sulaimaniya since January Y- V¢ ,Y¢, who is also a journalist

and human rights activist.

Through this initiative, we strive to promote values of love, fraternity, and peace among all community members.




et
- prooe it b

B s
—




conducted a one-day training workshop uitall caiell Jga duuly
about violence based on differences o
CalaMIA X (glc
o) d )5 ddyg dsits 4o yodly M) dodiio Cold
bg@lwﬁ&gbw&gwwégj;@ulg
s bl sl g 9b90 b SSHI 0 Eamor clyuilogl
2399 ool i g0 gl Cdus .OLAWSYI Gulul
ol e il i) s Byl § Syl 1y
ity oo SUb) 31,83 ee ) gy uds Ay LY

Peace and Freedom Organization conducted a one-day
training workshop in Kirkuk under the JISRA Project,
supported by the Dutch government, focusing on the topic
of violence based on differences. The workshop aimed to
raise awareness and enhance the participants> abilities to
identify and provide support to individuals affected by

violence based on differences.

The workshop presented foundational concepts on the topic Codl ] &yl =9 ¢ 505kl Js—= Ol G—l*’*‘"ﬁ S
and delved into the causes of violence based on differences, CUT lo—s LMY ulwl s bl i) Olw] it
allowing participants to gain a deeper understanding of the ~d_adll ol o & deslukl J—slg=l Gss] 085 oSHlinel)

contributing factors and how to address them effectively. A by Lyse Jol=tl 4489
Interactive sessions during the workshop included: sodeds ddelds Olads o JAS © diygl) SN

- Defining the concepts and types of violence based on

differences. -4519373 RAEY IRy U»L«j e ?;_:_u sl (‘,b‘_‘.bu,_,Q =3 -
- How to create a safe and supportive environment in the . &“*-’“U @ deslss P i sLis] LA -
Jaa J) fLo_biylg dS)L«.‘&.LL’ O—oaigh e dolad) Ced

Lsog Lisg fST gaizn mysSit) agedl

community.

The organization invited all interested parties to join this effort

to build a more aware and supportive community.




Workshop on the Personal Status
Law in Erbil

The Organization for Peace and Freedom organized an
intensive one-day workshop in Erbil, as part of the «Jisra»
project, focusing on the Personal Status Law. The workshop
targeted YO participants from various age groups, religious
backgrounds, and community components in Kirkuk
and Nineveh, including Bahais, Kakais, Sunni and Shia

Muslims, Yazidis, Christians, and Mandaeans.

The workshop focused on the importance of coexistence and
understanding among the different components of society. The
diversity among the participants included representatives of
the Turkmen, Arab, and Kurdish communities, which added

depth and variety to the discussions.

The workshop included dialogue sessions and interactive
workshops where participants discussed the challenges of the
current Personal Status Law and ways to amend it to enhance
the rights of all citizens regardless of their religions and

backgrounds.

This workshop was an important step toward achieving a
deeper understanding and greater cooperation among the
different components of society and promoting a culture of

mutual respect and peaceful coexistence in the region.

This initiative is part of the efforts of the Organization for
Peace and Freedom to promote the values of tolerance and

social justice and to build a cohesive and harmonious society.
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Workshop on the
Marrakech Treaty for
Minority Rights in Kirkuk

The Organization for Peace and Freedom organized an
important two-day workshop on the Marrakech Treaty for
Minority Rights, attended by religious representatives,
community leaders, and influencers in Kirkuk. This
workshop was part of the «Jisra» project, which aims to
enhance mutual understanding and cooperation among

the different components of the community in Kirkuk.

The event included intensive discussion sessions and
interactive workshops that focused on minority rights
and the importance of protecting religious and heritage

sites in Kirkuk.

Participants

actively Vol |
engaged in g;ﬁ 4 =
creating a 3“:4] é | §
comprehensive = __
strategy > ;‘ :
aimed at # . &
implementing ~

the treaty>s

provisions and

promoting

peaceful

coexistence.

During the workshop, a steering committee was formed,
and tasks were assigned to various committees to work on
implementing the Marrakech Treaty on the ground. This
collaboration resulted in significant recommendations,
including specific steps to protect minority rights, enhance

social harmony, and safeguard religious and heritage sites.

This initiative is part of the Organization for Peace and
Freedonvs efforts to promote the values of tolerance and
mutual respect and to build a cohesive and sustainable

community in Kirkuk.
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Awareness Session on Peaceful Jinleill Jga dicqli dwla

Coexistence, Peacebuilding, and ., . 4y g @Maull ¢litg gualuull

Social Cohesion in Kirkuk i
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The Organization for Peace and Freedom, in collaboration J—g=bl 835wl &= O9l=dl do ol ) dobiie Colds
with the instructors of the Technical Institute, organized pMowll slig olud! yicl2dl Joo dolo dus g dode (i)
an important awareness session on peaceful coexistence, ¥+¥¢ nodgi V¢ g ylo =i dg=l it (o] dwlodly
peacebuilding, and social cohesion at the Technical .Uy Caslghtl Cilisw (o wdlb ¥or o AST jgdamu
Institute on November Y+Y¢ ,Y¢, attended by more than
¥+« students from various sects and backgrounds. =595 dl Qo ) o 9 s o I552 dudadl OB
55,5 § izl GLgSwe Calise (o Golsdlly Jolh! o))
The session was part of the «Jisra» project, which aims el udl Jiol=d) Lnal Jgo 8y0ie OLsE dudsdl Sugs
to enhance mutual understanding and cooperation among Bdoiag dgd Olsaioe by § o TP
the different components of the community in Kirkuk. The
session witnessed fruitful discussions on the importance Cuex & ) ddeladl da i3V e dusdl ddod) L5
of peaceful coexistence and its impact on building strong du>gJl Z9) (- 3= les Olxdls S ol e WM

and united communities. 338 Olygdin i e O] R LS Ot )Wlg
plA=Yly el L8 50555 Bugp (—seizmb] Bl oo
The session included many interactive activities that NNWIZYESNE QUMY

encouraged students to exchange ideas and experiences,

which enhanced the spirit of unity and solidarity among 3 3= 4o ,=dly Ml dalaie d9g2 sLb] § 8oLkl 0idn GU
them. Students were also encouraged to publish posts that e 13_STs crizxbl o 81 O= Jolad) plioVlg el o3
promote community peace, aiming to foster a culture of 9N plaiuns G s Julius sl § Oldd) Hs0

tolerance and mutual respect in their surroundings.

This initiative is part of the efforts of the Organization
for Peace

and Freedom

to promote

the values

of tolerance

and mutual
respect among
community
members, and
to affirm the
role of youth in
building a bright
and sustainable
tuture for

Kirkuk.
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A delegation from the Peace
and Freedom Organization
participates in Christmas
celebrations and presents
gifts and congratulations to

Christians in Sheikhan District
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At the initiative of the Peace and Freedom Organization
and with the participation of members of the Jisra
Project from different religious and ethnic components
in Sheikhan District, on Y-Y¢/Y¢/\Y, Christmas
celebrations were held in Alqosh and Sheikhan District,
and congratulations and blessings were presented to the
people of the region and Christians and Christians in
Sheikhan District and its outskirts. They greeted them
and presented symbolic gifts with the contribution of
young people from the Netherlands and an organization
to emphasize the importance of social cohesion and
building bridges of trust and communication between
religions and different ethnicities in Sheikhan District
and its outskirts.

This project is being implemented in partnership with
the Search for Common Ground Organization within
the Jisra Project (Joint Initiative for Religious Strategic
Action).

Merry Christmas to all Christians and Christians in Iragq,

Kurdistan and the world.
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Let>s work together to
protect antiquities and
heritage in Shekhan
District

On Y-Y¢/YV/VY, the Peace and Freedom
Organization, within the JISRA Project (Joint
Initiative for Religious Strategic Action), held a
dialogue session to raise legal awareness about
the Law on the Management and Protection of
Antiquities and Heritage in the Kurdistan Region
No. 0 of ¥+ Y}, with the active participation of
various community parties and all components of

the region.

A heritage festival was also held, highlighting the
cultural heritage of Shekhan District (from traditional
dress, handicrafts, and popular foods), in which many
figures from the local government, religious activists,
community leaders, volunteer teams, and media

professionals participated.

The participants stressed the importance of
highlighting antiquities and heritage, activating
mechanisms to protect them legally, and spreading
awareness about them, given their importance in
achieving social and economic stability for the region,
as religious and archaeological tourism plays a role in
achieving economic stability, thus reducing poverty
rates and increasing awareness of the importance of

religious and archaeological sites.

These activities come within the project (JISRA
- Joint Initiative for Strategic Religious Action) in
partnership with the Search for Common Ground

organization.
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A delegation from the PFO participates in the Yazidis»

celebrations

At the initiative of the Peace and Freedom
Organization and with the participation of members
of the Jisra Project from all religious and ethnic
components in the Sheikhan District, today, Friday,
December Y+Y¢ ,Y+, congratulations and blessings
were extended to the Yazidi brothers and sisters in
the Sheikhan District on the occasion of the Eid al-
Fitr. Brother Hazem Beyk, the Emir of the Yazidis,
and Mian Khatun, and a number of important
figures and leaders of the local community in the

Sheikhan District and its outskirts, and a large

number of Yazidi families in the region were
visited.

Representatives of all religious and ethnic
components in the region participated in the visit,
due to its great importance in strengthening bridges

of trust and social cohesion in the region.

This initiative comes within the Jisra Project
(Joint Initiative for Religious Strategic Action) in
partnership with the Search for Common Ground

Organization.









Participation of youth and religious activists from all religions in the

preparations for the glorious Christmas holidays at St. Joseph>s Church

in Al-Shekhan District

On December Y-vY¢ ,VY, the Peace and Freedom
Organization, in partnership with the Search for
Common Ground Organization, within the Jisra
Project (Joint Initiative for Religious Strategic
Action), participated in the activities of the glorious
Christmas holidays, with the administration of St.
Joseph>s Church, and with the active participation
of youth and religious activists from all religions,
in decorating the Christmas tree and greeting
Christians on the occasion of the coming Christian

holidays.

Father Ghazwan stressed the importance of the active
participation of everyone due to its prominent role in
building bridges of trust and cooperation, enhancing
social cohesion to promote sustainable peace in
Al-Shekhan District, and expressed his thanks and
readiness to cooperate with the Peace and Freedom
Organization to make the Jisra project a success by
ensuring active participation to achieve the project>s
goals towards establishing the values of peace in the

region.
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Peace Journey for JISRA Youth to Establish Peace Values and Deepen

Understanding of Common Ground Between Religions

With the participation of Y¢ young men and women
from different religious backgrounds in Kirkuk, Al-
Shiekhan District and Al-Qosh Sub-district, a field
trip was organized to religious archaeological sites.
The aim was to deepen knowledge of the common
ground that unites religions with the aim of enhancing
social cohesion among followers of the different official
religions in Iraq. The trip included visits to religious
and archaeological sites in Al-Shekhan District, Al-
Qosh and Nineveh.

The trip lasted for two days, and included field trips
to historical religious sites, where the Yazidi religion
was learned up close by visiting the Lalish Temple and
the Yazidi cleric responsible for the Yazidi religion as
a religious guide to the Lalish Temple, explaining the
teachings of the Yazidi religion, their prayers, their
holidays and the importance of the Lalish Temple.
The Mar Mikha Church in Alqosh district was visited,
and the Christian priest also gave a comprehensive
explanation of the Christian humanitarian teachings,
their holidays, the history of the church and the most
important religious rituals performed there. In the city of
Mosul, the Islamic religion and civilization were learned
up close by explaining the most prominent Islamic
landmarks in Mosul, such as the Great Mosque and its
historical importance. The old areas of Mosul and the
Al-Tahira Church were visited to learn about the history

of the region up close.

This trip came as part of the JISRA project implemented
by the Peace and Freedom Organization in partnership
with Mensen met een Messie, which seeks to promote
peace and community cohesion by empowering and
supporting young people to carry out such effective

initiatives.
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A special discussion session on women’s issues and the importance of

activating her role as a religious actor in the society of Shekhan district

and its surroundings was held in the town of Alqosh.

On November Y-:¥¢ ,VV, the Peace and Freedom
Organization (PFO), in collaboration with the Search for
Common Ground organization and as part of the JISRA
Project (Joint Initiative for Strategic Religious Action),
organized a dedicated dialogue session for women activists,
which also included field visits to important religious sites
in Alqosh. This session brought together women from
the Yazidi, Christian, and Islamic faiths to discuss topics
related to women and their role in promoting peaceful

coexistence.

Key topics discussed during the session included activating
the role of women in religious leadership within the
community, creating safe spaces for women, and addressing
issues that affect their daily lives. The main points raised in
the session were as follows:

« Encouraging Young Women in the Community:
Participants discussed ways to support young women
through awareness sessions and courses that enhance their
roles.

« The Importance of Women’s Role and Participation in
Training Courses: Emphasis was placed on the need to
boost women’s confidence and broaden their understanding
of their issues and needs within society to enable them to
actively participate in activities.

o Practical Experiences: The significance of practical
experiences in developing women’s leadership roles within
the community was highlighted.

o Influencing Key Figures in the Community: The
discussion included encouraging religious leaders to
support and promote women’s leadership.

o Community Awareness of the Importance of Women’s
Role: Participants addressed the importance of raising
awareness about women’s roles in building solid social
foundations.

o The Role of Women in Social Cohesion: The significance
of women’s role in strengthening community bonds was
emphasized.

» Gender Equality: Discussions focused on affirming the

concept of gender equality through respecting women’s
opinions, understanding their perspectives, and enhancing
cooperation and mutual acceptance between genders to
support peaceful coexistence.

o Field Visits to Sacred Sites: As part of the women’s
participation in this dialogue session, participants visited
Mar Mikha Church and Rabban Hormizd Monastery, where
they exchanged information about the significance of these

sites and the prayers, rituals, and celebrations held there.
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Consultative Conference for the JISRA Alliance: Building Bridges,
Not Walls - A Collaborative Effort to Protect Religious Diversity

The directors of the «JISRA» project in Kirkuk and the development and implementation of joint activities,
Sheikhan participated in organizing the consultative sharing experiences and ideas to promote peace and build
conference for the «JISRA» alliance in Iraq. The social cohesion. It was an excellent opportunity to enhance
conference saw the presence of several employees from cooperation among the various parties and unite efforts to
the Peace and Freedom Organization and advisors of achieve the project>s goals.

the «JISRA» project in Kirkuk and Sheikhan, as well

as representatives of various religions, government We look forward to continuing to work with all partners
officials, and department heads. and participants to achieve more success and sustainability

for the «JISRA» project.

The conference agenda was rich with discussions on
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Islam and Freedom of Religion of Relief (FoRB) Training

Peace and Freedom organization participated in
three days of JISRA regional training discussed the
Marakesh Deceleration in Muscat-Oman from ‘Yth
yo-th of November Y+Y¢, with participation of JISRA
partners in each of Iraq, Mali, Uganda, Indonesia,

Ethiopia, Nigeria and Kenya .
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JISRA Project Advisory Board Meeting to Highlight

Achievements and Future Plans

On November Y- Y¢ ,V Peace and Freedom Organization
participated in a regular discussion meeting session of
the JISRA Project Advisory Board, which was joined by
representatives from partner organizations, including
the Women’s Empowerment Organization, the Iraqi
Humanitarian Relief and Development Association,
Search for Common Ground, Tearfund, and the Dutch

organization MM.

This meeting provided an opportunity to reflect on the
achievements made from the beginning of the project,
and lay the foundation for the next phases of the JISRA

Project.

The committee reviewed the milestones achieved in
previous phases, and to plan for the next phases of the
Al-Jisra Project. The main focus of the meeting was to
strengthen the role of the Advisory Board, and gather
input from all partner civil society organizations to
enhance collaborative efforts. Partner representatives
shared valuable insights to guide project activities for the

rest of this year and the year ahead.

This meeting session emphasized the importance of

continued collaboration between the Advisory Board and
partner organizations. They affirmed their commitment
to achieving the goals of the JISRA Project in Iraq, and

promoting peaceful interfaith coexistence in Iraq.
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Happy new year.We hope it will be a year
for peace and human rights
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